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the Qadiyanls devote themselves cheerfully to the service
of their community, and feel that that community also is
serving and supporting them. And they feel that they are
taking part in a glorious creative task. Qadian, the head-
quarters of the movement, once a village, is now a thriving
town undergoing a minor capitalist 4 boom *. Landowners
and others with private incomes, and retired professional
men, have moved to Qadian to live; other enterprising
members have come there to set up businesses, which have
prospered. The organization itself owns and operates in-
dustries in Qadian, as well as encouraging its well-to-do
members to do likewise; so that there is also a growing
demand for labour. Further, it owns land in Sindh, to
which it sends its needy peasant members. It tries, with
fair success, to find jobs for its unemployed; and runs a
poor-house in Qadian for its unemployables.
The Qadiyanis, then, differ from the modern Muslims in
that they have a positive and concrete programme, and are
busy carrying it into effect. In addition to admiring the
first age of Islam, under the khulafa al rashidun, they can
feel that they are in actual fact working to reproduce it.
They have an enterprise before them which demands their
energies, satisfies their needs, and awakens their enthusiasm.
In spite of their antiquated social theories, they are forward-
looking in a chronological sense: they can see the good old
days being resuscitated before their eyes in Qadian. Fur-
ther, they are ardently missionary. The material counter-
part of this ideal is, as we have seen, the industrialization of
their small, cohesive, and fairly wealthy community, under-
going a private phase of capitalist expansion.
, ' Politically, the Qadian Ahmadiyah has been rigidly
4 non-partisan'; it insists upon supporting whatever govern-
ment is in power. This means, in effect, supporting
the British government, and that support is gratefully
acknowledged. Economically, it is very decidedly in support
of the rights of private property ; and its avowed policy is to
preach acquiescence in the status quo.
From time to time a quarrel flares up between the Muslims